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Notlongago,ﬂ1etyp1ca1responseofa]a .
€8e ‘researcher who. thought that their .-
émployer had stolen their ideas would have
been abriefshrugof resignation, Often, they
would have been content to entrust their

fate to the companyin exchange for gradual .

promotmn overalifétime‘of employment
But times are changmg' and these days-
moreandmorepeevedm 10Vdtors ateopting
for a different responsé — they're calling
malawyer.
- Industrial.- researchers Jin:vJapdn . are
awarded Jpatents ds individuals, but they
sign-these:rights-oyer: toefheir,
yers P *Holds thidt résearchers.
must-be award ed “reasonable  Compensas,
tion” for patérnts: 2o ;
The lav doesn’t: say what Seasontable
means. But after last year’s wrdelypubhazed
lawsuit filed by:Shuji Nakamura, inventer of
the blue light-emitting- diode ‘(see- Nature
412; 844; 2001), ‘more: researchers are’ gomg

to thécourtsito find out.:
“tIn,a Jawsuit- filed: last menth An the
Tokyo district  courty for. example;

Masayqshi Naruse:says that. the 10 million
(US$80,000) hereceived in:2001 forhiswork
on.the. artificial sweetenex aspartame.does
not match -up-to:-the: ¥23 billion that-his
former employer; Tolgo-based Ajinortioto,
reportedly made from licensing the.produét
inthe United States between:1982:and-2000;
His sujt demands half of the profits:made
| on the sweetener = with. ¥2 bﬂhon as.a
fitstingtalment. . . - ety e
oI, anotherlawsmt ﬁled in: the sameé ceurt
on 2 Octeber | Hiroshi: Ogawa took -issue
withi the ¥100,000he receivedifor his patent:
| ot processing thexvrtarhm—lrke substance
inositol; Ogawa sayssthat the patent, onra
procedure to extractinositol frof cornythas
Earhed. close td ¥2 billich :for his ‘formet
' employer Shikishimat Starchand dts parent
company Showa. Sangyo-of Tokyo: ©Ogawa
is:cldiming. 80%.0f. these profits: ori “the
basis.that-the company-actively sought toy
sideling! his: work:*'Theys resist: any‘thmg
' newﬁhcsays; et

. Ogawaand Neruseate also claunlng that °

they never légally-transferred the patents to
their .employers sand: that::control of the.
patentsshouldrevertto thediscoverers, . .

In each.case; thé defending corpanies
claim: that they received the: ‘patents: ]ega]ly,
and that the compensation -given wals: fair.
Ajinomoto ‘says .that” Narusé’s’ award was
caléulated as:a percentage of profits accord-
ing to .a company: compensation formula
established in:1999 +— and that his patent is
justone of many related to- the'dlscovery and
productionofaspartames : 1 - kot - .

The cases.reflect a'new assertiveness.on
the part of Japan’s industrial researchers.

+Paténit-Jaw to’ get reasonable compensanon

from a company until now, either becase
the researchers were very:loyal: td.-théir
companie$ or because they «didn’t-under-
stand patentlaw;” says-Nakarnura, now. atthe
Umversrcyof Cahforma, SantaBarbara o
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Thig US National'Sciéficé Foundatloxi (NSF) !

got sorhe:good newslast weelwhena :* 1

Houise corhinittee proposed a 13%:1ncrease

“in 1ts fundmgfor the! 2003 fiscal yean: w}uch i
5t thie NSE:

governments the! blg questron is: when a.ie
dlocked (Gorigiess will get around to' -
: passmg any biidgetat aﬂ.
(R lamnakers'return to their home states
for tbxs November s eIectmns, the federal

i facesiitsbiggest budgetlog-jam
ne of the13 appropnanons bills

een: antlcipatmg a
i crease, plans for

Democrat—controlledSenate 1ior thies i .
Republican-led Hojisé can agreé. spendmg i
levels that fall within the overall budget
proposéd by Pres1dent Bush backm
February.

' Atthe head ofthe snarl—up m'the House
is.fhe labour; health and-educatiosn: ‘bill,
which funds the NIH: the House leadG:rshlp
wants it to pass at thelevel suggested: by
President Bush, but Démocrats and soire -
moderate Republicans say it doesn’t contain
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‘makein thet ommg‘ye

Ehas?Zéi‘J’idunf,t *du'ector:ofthe NIH;*toldr
CongresslastWeek’that‘a&long"tenh T ATpL
conttnmngrésolutxonfwﬂldelayco‘nstrilcmon

of 2 anew, chmcal"'ce’ f tzre:on the:NIH camp‘us

ental: "1ology, 1t’colﬂd eut*by a.thu-d
the ditb Wgraﬁfs’tﬁat

awards, dife it Décembes?
A Contan\nﬁg*resoluﬁohs wﬂl,nonetheless

' eleetrdnsvThe 8l Cdngre

résolye’ ‘the'bildgetita lanéidiibls Sessibint
before thé new. Gdngress dirives inJaniaty.
—Dbuits theprogiess; ofsucliaiséssionewills .

¢ utéo’fn’é; a.ﬂdaims 'qmte

advance onthé S%Jlﬂce!proposed:by‘ Fhien

Iobbyxsts only}moderately thnlledx*“All ofau’s
are pledsed:with thé Hotse'suie}: 2
recommiiéndationy nsays:Samuel*Rankin
chairiofthe CoalitionforNationdlSeicnceits
Fundmg,rwluch\advocates doublmg NS 1

funding overfive years. “But itwon trmean i
anything if there isn’ta budiget.? S
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